Dec 22, 2008

Important New Development
Likely To Impact Water Supply

AVOCADO COMMISSION

-BTU XFFL UIF 6 4 'JT7I BOE 8JMEMJGF 4FSWJDF '84 SFMFBTF
ulBU JT MJLFMZ UP GVSUIFS SFTUSJDU 4PVUIFSO $BMJGPSOJB 7
5IF %FMUB 4NFMU #JPMPHJDBM 0QJOJPO DPVME DVU BMM 4UBUI
VQ UP QFSDFOU SIJT IBT QPUFOUJBM UP ESBNBUJDBMMZ DIB
UFS TVQQMZ TJUVBUJPO QBSUJDVMBSMZ JO UIF OFBS UFSN

SIF #PUUPN -JOF

This development, along with already below av -
erage snowpack and precipitation accumulation

so far this winter, does not bode well for growers

in the Interim Agricultural Water Program

(IAWP). Indications are all pointing toward MWD

being forced to declare 15 percent rationing of

all customers in 2009, with a notice of intent

likely to be released on or before April 1, 2009,

and rationing likely to start on July 1, 2009. Un -
der this scenario customers remaining in the

IAWP will be required to make a 40% cutback in

their irrigation use. Heavy rainfall through the

rest of the winter could alter this projection but,

based upon current conditions, significant urban

rationing appears imminent.

S5IF % FUBJMT

51F 6 4 'JTI BOE 8IJMEMJGF 4FSWJDF J
PQJOJPO JO SFTQPOTF UP UIF '"FEFS
+VEHF OMJWFS 8BOHFS PSEFSJOH UIF BH
BODF GPS QSPUFDUJOH UIF UISFBUFOFE
JODMVEFE SFEVDFE XBUFS FYQPSUT GSH
+PBRVJO 3JWFS %FMUB

5/F BDUJPO CZ '84 BNPVOUT UP B SFDPN
UJOVF UIF DVSSFOU DPVSU NBOEBUFE S
UFS FYQPSUT JO FGGFDU TJODF %FDF
XPSET 481 EFMJIJWFSJFT UP DJUJFT G
UISPVHIPVU NVDI PG UIF TUBUF XJMM DP
UupP QFSDFOU )PXFWFS VOEFS DFSUBJ

UJPOT SFDPNNFOEFE DVUT DPVME CF F\

%FMUB 4NFMU

51F %FMUB TNFMU XBT MJTUFE B
FOFE VOEFS UIF &4OEBOHFSFE 4QfT

"DU JO BOE JT DVSSFOUMZ
DPOTJEFSFE GPS MJTUJOH BT
HFSFE "DUJPOT UP QSRUFDU L

IBWF BMSFBEZ SFTVMUFE JO Q\
SFEVDUJPOT BOE B DPNQMFUF
IBMU JO 481 FYQPSUT EVSJOH +V(

5lF TNFMU BSF GPVOE POMZ J
4BDSBNFOUP 4BO +PBRVJIQ%FMU]
SBQJE EFDMJOF PG UIJT| TQFDJ
PUIFS %FMUB GJTI JOEJEEUF Ul
FDPTZTUEN JT USPVCMFE DUP
BT SFEVDFE GPPE TPVSDF'lD PS (
UP JOWBTJIJWF TQFDJFT JaDSFBT
UFNQFSBUVSFT EVF UP SJTJOH |
QFSBUVSFT BOE JODSFBTFE QP
BSF BMM JNQMJDBUFE JPXFWE:
DJFT DIBSHFE XJUI QSPUFDUJOH
DPOUJOVF UP POMZ GPDVT PO I
SFMBUFE UP QVNQJOH UP TPM
DPNQMFY QSPCMFN 60UJM NPSF
BQQSPBDIFT BSF UBLFO | UIF EF
FDPTZTUFEN JT VOMJLFMZ UP JNQSE

EFMIJWFSJFT SFEVDFE VQ UP QFSDFOU
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51F PQJOJPO UBLFT JOUP BDDPVOU UIF NPTU SFDFOU TDJFOUJGJD TU
BSF OPU UIF HSFBUFTU GBDUPS JO SFEVDJOH %FMUB TNFMU QPQVME
QMBZT UIF DPOUSJCVUJPO PG 481 QVNQT UP TNFMU EFDMJOF CVU

XJUIESBXBMT GSPN UIF %FMUB 5IF #JPMPHJDBM 0QJOJPO BMTP DBM

UIF GBMM PG TPNF ZFBST UP SFEVDF %FMUB TBMJOJUZ 5I1JT NBZ CF
0QJOJPO UP QSPUFDU TBMNPO FYQFDUFE JO .BSDI

(JWFO $BMJGPSOJB'T ESPVHIU DPOEJUJPOT BO BHSJDVMUVSBM XBUI
CBDLT $BMJGPSOJB DBOOPU BGGPSE GVSUIFS QVNQJOH SFTUSJDUJF
TFSWBUJPO BOE NPSF NBOEBUPSZ DVUCBDLT

8IBU %PFT 51JT .FBO 'PS (SPXFST

60EFS OPSNBM BOOVBM QSFDJQJUBUJPO BOE TOPX BDDVNVMBUJPO D
DBMMT GPS B SFEVDUJPO JO 481 EFMIJWFSJFT SBOHJOH GSPN BQQSP
FSBHF SBJOGBMM TFBTPOT '84 FTTFOUJBMMZ SFDPNNFOET NBJOUBJO
QMBDF XIJMF UIF CIPMPHJDBM PQJOJPO XBT CFJOH EFWFMPQFE 60
DPVME DMJNC UP 5IF DvuCBDLT JO BOZ HIWFO ZFBS XJMM WBSZ
EJUJPOT JO UIF %FMUB

)JJTUPSJDBMMZ 481 EFMIJWFSJFT JO B 4RQWF O XBRISFFS ZFBNSB DIMEZ EFUF S
UXP GBDUPST TUPSBHF DPOEJUJPOT JO UIF 481 SFTFSWPJST FOL

QSFDJQJUBUJPO EVSJOH UIF XBUFS ZFBS 8JUI UIF BEEJUJPO PC
BOPUIFS LFZ GBDUPS JT BEEFE JO EFUFSNJOJOH 481 EFMIWFSJFT (
IBT CFHVO UIF LFZ GBDUPST UIFO CFDPNF UIF MFWFM PG QSFDJ(
QVNQJOH 5IF QPTTJCMF SBOHF PG 481 EFMIWFSJFT GPS XIMM |
SFTU PG UIF SBJOZ TFBTPO QMBZT PVU
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$VSSFOUMZ SBJOGBMM JO UIF

DWR Director Lester SnowOs response to the opinion re
leased by U.S. Fish and Wildlife:

ODWR has long been committed to implementing effective envi
ronmental protections, as well as ensuring reliable water sup

plies for all Californians. But | am concerned that this new Bio

logical Opinion fails to apply a comprehensive approach in

dealing with at-risk fish species in the Delta.

We know there are many stressors causing havoc in the Delta
b including toxic pollutants, invasive species, climate impacts,

power plant operations, illegal diversions and overall loss of
habitat and food. TodayOs action by the federal government
looks only to the water projects rather than having a complete

view of all causes for Delta fish decline.

We expect that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation will seek addi
tional clarification on the proposed fall actions in the Biological
Opinion. These actions would have the most severe reductions
in State Water Project water exports in dry years, when the

water is needed most.

A long-term approach for the conservation of all at-risk fish
species in the Delta, like that being developed under the Bay
Delta Conservation Plan, is clearly our best and most effective
solution to reduce the conflicts between maintaining a reliable
water supply and restoring the Delta ecosystem.

The crisis in the Delta is having real-time impacts on Califor
niaOs economy and must be addressed comprehensively. As
Gov. Schwarzenegger has said, new storage, improved con
veyance and increased water conservation are all necessary
so that we may contribute to the conservation and recovery of
the Delta as a whole.O

California Drought Monitor

The California Drought Monitor (right) focuses on

broad-scale conditions at the time the information

was published. Local conditions may vary.
Released Thursday, December 18, 2008

Authors: J. Lawrimore/L. Love-Brotak, NOAA/NESDIS/
NCDC

Intensity:

DO Abnormally Dry
D1 Drought - Moderate
D2 Drought - Severe
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- D3 Drought - Extreme
- D4 Drought - Exceptional

TIFE JT BU z GPS UIF XBUF¢
51JT SFQSFTFOUT B MJUUMF P
UIF NFEJBO SBJOGBMM z
XBUFS ZFBS 51JT BNPVOU
QSPYIJNBUFMZ z CFMPX UIF
SBJOGBMM UP EBUF *G ESZ
DPOUJOVF JO UIF 481 XBUF
481 EFMIWFSJFT XPVME MJLF
BU BQQSPYJIJNBUFMZ

XIBU UIF 481 DBO EFMJWEFS JO
DIJSDVNTUBODFT "T TIPXO
UlJT SBOHF PG EFMJIJWFSJFT
DPOEJUJPOT JT TJHOJGJDBO
UIBO UIF SBOHF VOEFS XFUUF
UJPOT 'PS UIF .FUSPQPMJUE
%JTUSJDU UIJT XPVME NFBO
PG D 5"" GPS

*G UIF QSFDJQJUBUJPO MFWEF
SFBDI UIF NFEJBO MFWFM P!
JODIFT JO UIF XBUFS ZFBS 4
MIWFSJFT XPVME MJLFMZ S
SPVHIMZ PG PQUJINBM -
DBQBCJIJMJIJUJFT 'PS UIF .FU¢
8BUFS
MIJWFSJFT PGD

%JTUSJDU UIJT XPVME
5

GPS




